“Prior to the project, my family was very poor, but
now I have everything because of CARE’s initiatives
and support.
I would like to thank CARE for encouraging me to
take up the leadership role in my Self Help Group
(SHG) and for implementing multiple activities in
my village. We will continue with these activities
even after CARE project finishes,”
- Mrs. Chhoun Arb, a mother of five children - an IRDM Project Participant.

‘CARE has worked with Cambodians since
1973 and is committed to promoting
equitable and inclusive development,
focusing on the most vulnerable
households and communities.

CARE in Cambodia

We believe working
with partners at
different levels to
address underlying
causes of poverty will
lead to positive and
lasting results.’
		
- Stav Zotalis
CARE Cambodia Country Director

‘I did not have a chance to study in my young age
because of war conflict. I am very happy, because
CARE has enabled my daughter to realise her
potential. Without such support, I would never have
been able to give this gift to my daughter.’
- Ms So Sophak, Mother of Young Women in Business Project Participant

‘CARE does not provide many material things to our
community… over the years CARE has given us a
much bigger gift: increasing our competence and the
ability to solve our own problems that are new to us
because the world is changing.’
- An elder in Pao Village in Lung Khung Commune

For more information on our programs please contact:
Stav Zotalis - CARE Cambodia Country Director or
Bill Pennington - Assistant Country Director
P.O. Box 537
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel: (855) 23 215 267/8/9
Email: care.cam@care-cambodia.org

CARE is an international
development organisation
fighting global poverty, with a
special focus on working with
women and girls to bring lasting
changes to their communities.
CARE works in partnership to
achieve lasting results.

Marginalised Ethnic Minorities

Vulnerable Women

Rural Poor

CARE builds on improvements in bilingual education
and education for girls; strengthens livelihoods
approaches to address food insecurity; strengthens
access to services; integrates climate change
adaptation and disaster risk reduction activities;
and works at national, provincial and local levels
to promote the rights and interests of marginalised
ethnic minority communities.

CARE supports and promotes governance that
recognises gender equality and advocates for better
outcomes for women and their communities.

CARE’s Rural Poor Program focuses on the poorest
and most disadvantaged communities in rural
Cambodia to address food insecurity, the impacts
of climate change, sustainable natural resource
management and disaster risk reduction.

Indigenous ethnic minorities comprise the
majority of the population in Ratanakiri
Province, yet they represent only 12 per
cent of secondary school enrolments.
This is due to the language used in
schools being different from indigenous
children’s native language; the
remoteness of communities; absenteeism
among teachers; and poverty and food
insecurity.
CARE’s bilingual education program has
addressed these barriers and increased
school attendance and literacy rates for
indigenous students.

CARE’s Women at Risk/Vulnerable Women Program
increases access to quality health services, develops
income generating opportunities, increases access to
affordable finance and improves access to markets
for rural women. We work at national, provincial and
local levels to promote the participation of women in
decision making.

Lyheang is 20-years old and the second in
a family of six girls living in Koh Kong. Her
family tried to make a living by fishing, and
she left school in grade three to help them.
She recently joined a CARE project to provide
out-of-school youth with a second chance to
gain an education and earn an income through
apprenticeship and small business schemes.

‘The project gave me a special chance. I
decided to enroll without any hesitation, at last
I could learn to read, write, and do arithmetic,’
Lyheang said. She now has a stall selling
sausages in front of her home, which allows her
to earn an income and help her family.

Poverty reduction
is achieved through
the introduction of
livelihood strategies,
the diversification of
income sources, and
the use of savingsled microfinance to
support rural credit
and minimise debt.

‘When I raised livestock [before] lots of animals
died and I wasted time and money. Now, with
CARE’s support, I work as a demonstration
farmer and they provide vegetable seed, small
livestock, and fingerlings to my community.
CARE organised technical training and now I
understand how to build fences and I educate
other community members. More people generate
more income.’
- Mr Seng Sot, Prey Veng Province.
Emergencies and Disasters
CARE will be an active partner in humanitarian and
emergency relief operations in Cambodia. When a
disaster or emergency occurs, CARE will immediately
respond to address the needs of people affected,
through providing shelter, food and other support.
In the recovery period, CARE will provide assistance
to restore livelihoods and rebuild communities.
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